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Length of Recessions in Months Since 1929 
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Percent Change in Real GDP: U.S. 
(seasonally adjusted at annual rates) 
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U.S. Private-Sector Employment Change 
2009 - 2011 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

2009 12-Month Employment Loss: 
 

+-4,987,000 
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2010 12-Month Employment Gain: 
 

+1,173,000 
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U.S. Private-Sector Employment Change 
2009, 2010, 2011 
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U.S. Private-Sector Employment Change 
Monthly Average, 2009, 2010, 2011 

-415,583 

97,750 

181,600 

-500,000

-400,000

-300,000

-200,000

-100,000

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

2009
Dec. 2008 - Dec. 2009

2010
Dec. 2009 - Dec. 2010 Dec. 2010 - May 2011

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



U.S. Private-Sector Employment and GDP Recoveries 
Percent Change Since Start of Recession 
December 2007 – December 2010 
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, National Bureau of Economic Research.  
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