
Using Mapping Technology to 

Support Municipal Decision Making 

 

League of Municipalities Annual Meeting 

Atlantic City, New Jersey  

November 14, 2018 

Dr. Beth Ravit, Co-Director, Rutgers  

Center for Urban Environmental Sustainability 

 



CUES Mission 

• Support public decision making 

and policy development 

• Provide scientific research and 

design expertise 

• Educational opportunities 

 

Urban Focus 

Project Goal: 

Cost Effective, Accurate Data  

Collection to Support Public  

Policy/Decisions 
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• RCRA – USEPA 

• KCSL Data - NJDEP 

• DataMiner – NJDEP 

• Middlesex County Data 

• City of Perth Amboy Data 

 

Mapping Perth Amboy 

Contaminated Properties 
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Potential Contamination? 
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Parcel Data –Field Work 
•Neighborhood by neighborhood  
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Identified Perth Amboy 

Unlisted, but 

Potentially 

Contaminated Sites 
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Mapping Trenton Abandoned Properties 

 
• 80,000 Residents 

• 2 Supermarket/Grocery Stores 

• Unknown Food Assets  

• Large Inventory of Vacant/Abandoned Properties  

– Opportunity for reinvestment, healthy food options, and job creation 

• Project Partners: Rutgers CUES, ISLES, Inc., City of Trenton 

Regional Food Network City of Trenton 

Food Opportunities/Jobs/Economic Development 
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Property Analysis 

• Identify Abandoned Properties with conversion potential 

• Commercial Businesses 

• Residences 

• Food Related Uses – Fresh food businesses, Food transportation, 

Community Gardens, Other  
 

 

    Vacant/Abandoned Property                 Food Investment Opportunities   

                 Where are the matches? 
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Physical Criteria for “Abandoned Property” 
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By the numbers 
14 Student interns 

9 Smartphones 

7 weeks of data collection 

31,161 parcels surveyed @ a cost of $.80/parcel 
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Field Verified GIS Data 

 • Updated database files 

• GIS files 

• Maps showing various property attributes 

• Low cost ($.75 – $.80 per parcel surveyed) 

• Policies developed based on accurate data 
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