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Patrick Henry

"The liberties of a people never were,
or ever will be, secure when the transactions
of their rulers may be concealed from them.”
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James Madison

“A popular Government without popular
information, or the means of acquiring it,
is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy;
or, perhaps, both.”

UPENREUNIICERECONT

s

What is a Public Record?

» If you have it, it is a public record, unless
it falls under an exception.

» Agendas, Minutes, Resolutions,
Ordinances, Contracts, Bid Documents,
Reports, Correspondence, E-mail
messages are all included.
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CLEGTRONIGRGUNMUNICATIONY
Tip #5

Avoid DANGER phrases

* Ireally shouldn’t put this in writing.

Delete this e-mail as soon as you have read it.
Don’t tell anyone else, but ...........

Don’t ask. You don’t want to know.

I’m not sure this is really legal, ethical, proper.
The attachment is for your eyes only.

ELEGIRONIGRGUMMUNICATIONY
Tip #6

After composing your e-mail, save it as a draft
and go back and re-read it a half-hour later.
Then remember all of the other rules as you edit
it and before you send it.

ELEGIRONIGRGUNMUNIGRTIONY

I do my best
proofreading
after I hit ‘send’.

1/29/19
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CLEGTRONIGRGUNMUNIGATIONS

Do you Tweet?
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CLEGIRONIGRCUNMUNICRTIONY

Be careful what you Tweet

Don’t think your tweets are private. Assume that they will be seen
by the person that you LEAST want to see them.

CLEGIRONIGRCUNMUNIGRTIONY

e Twitter is a way to send short messages — not more
than 140 characters — on the author’s Twitter page
that can be read by any of the author’s followers.
Those followers can post responses.

¢ Once sent, the messages can be re-sent and
distributed to an ever-increasing number of people.

*  Messages cannot be recalled.

e The Library of Congress has and is archiving ALL
Twitter messages ever sent.
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ELEGIRUNIGICUNMUNIGATIONY

Twitter mistakes
come back to
haunt people

Former Congressman Anthony Weiner (New York) sent
“inappropriate” twitter messages with photo attachments to a
number of women. The twitter messages were posted and then
forwarded by others.

* He claimed that his Twitter account was “hacked” - He Lied.

* He was (a) careless (b) stupid (c) failed to understand the internet.
« His political career came to an abrupt end —

¢ So it was thought ........ but then he was a candidate for Mayor of
the City of New York — and lost in the Primary

1/29/19

Michigan Judge Wade McCree Jr

ELEGIRUNIGICUNMUNIGATIONY

Smart People Do Dumb Things

Michigan Judge Wade McCree Jr
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CLEGIRUNIGRGUNMUNIGATIUNY
Smart People Do Dumb Things

and do not learn from mistakes

Michigan Judge Wade McCree Jr

Admits to having an affair —in his chambers — with the
Plaintiff in a case in his court — and impregnating her.

He has been removed from office by the Michigan
Supreme Court (3-26-14) which also ruled that if he was
re-elected in November 2014, he will be suspended for
the entire 6-year term. He was not elected.
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LEGIRUNIGRGUNNMUNIGRTIONS

Lay
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EXIT BULDING
BEFORE TWEETING
ABOUT IT
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EUIRUNIGRGOMMUNIGRIIONY

Facebook helps you connect and share with
the people in your life.

al
o
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facebook
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facebook
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ELEGIRONIGRGUNMUNIGATIONS

In this day of wide dissemination of thoughts and
messages through transmissions which are
vulnerable to interception and readable by
unintended parties, armed with software, spyware,
viruses and cookies spreading capacity; the concept
of internet privacy is a fallacy upon which no one
should rely.

New York v. Klapper, (N.Y. City Crim. Ct. Apr. 28, 2010)

1/29/19

ELEGTRUNIGRCUNMUNIGATIOND

In all electronic communications, e-mail, Twitter,
Facebook, social media, recall the words from the
New Testament, Luke 8:17

“For nothing is hidden,
that will not be revealed;
nor anything secret,
that will not be known
and come to light.”

UNoos e Gavilay.

Civility

in the Workplace
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CIVILITY

ALL DAY - EVERY DAY

NJ League of Municipalities Educational Foundation
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GO0 SENGIValILy,

Civility? What’s that?

+ Civil discussions with colleagues

+ Civil discussions with the public

+ Civil discussions with staff and employees
¢ Incivility = Incivility

GChHooSe Gavility:

Reacting to Audience Incivility

+ Citizen crudely insulting Mayor
+ Citizen “rolling eyes” to express displeasure
» How to defuse the situation
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CHoose Givaliuy.
WRONG RESPONSE!!

» Former Teacher of the Year
 Speaks out politely against raise for Superintendent

 Arrested, handcuffed, taken to jail because she exceeded
the 3-minute time limit
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GCHooSe Givality
Hostility and Safety

« Citizens bring their complaints to the Council
meetings and want to know that they are heard.

« Citizens who feel that they have been treated
unfairly can exhibit hostility.

+ Sometimes citizens are hostile because of the topic
or just because they are angry or having a bad day

* If not handled well, the hostility can turn into
violence

G NOOSE GIVality

Hostility and Safety
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CINVOSCEC UivilIly

CINNOVOSEC VivilIly
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CIVILITY
SPOKEN HERE

ALL DAY
EVERY DAY
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hics.and Gonflictsof Interest

ELCS R AGONHICISROTANTErESt

Ethical Conduct

e Ethical conduct is more than merely
meeting the standards required by law.

* Ethical conduct means doing the right thing
simply because it is the right thing to do.

* Violating legal standards for conduct means
that legal sanctions can be imposed.
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We do live in a fishbowl ............
...... and EVERYBODY is watching!!

Ly

ICSRNAGONTHICESSOT A NTETEst

Common Law

 Duties of the public official: to faithfully, impartially and
justly perform all of the duties of the office. The official is
a trustee for the town’s inhabitants, and has a duty to
protect the rights of those inhabitants. “Honesty and
integrity in the performance of their duties is an absolute
charge upon public officials and employees.”

¢ Diriscoll v. Burlington-Bristol Bridge Co., 8 N.J. 433, cert.
denied, 344 U.S. 838 (1952).

'l.L

ELHICSSaNUCONTIICISROTANTETEST:

Common Law

* The public official must place the interests of the public
above all others.

o If there is a possibility that a personal interest might hinder
the official’s ability to serve the public interest above all
else, the official must recuse

* What matters is not whether the official actually feels
conflicted, but whether “an impartial and concerned
citizen, intelligent and apprised of all the acts in the
situations, feel that there was the potential for non-
objectivity on the part of the officeholder making a
decision”

1/29/19
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http://fds.state.nj.us/njdca_prod/fdssearch.aspx
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tHICAIRConSIaerations

Situation # 5

¢ A contractor who does work for the municipality mentions
to you that he was contacted by Council Member A who
wants some work done on his house and who said “I
expect you to give me a good price, because you know that
I have to vote on your contracts with the town.”

¢ Is the Council Member corrupt or just stupid?

¢ What do you do?

¢ Do you have any obligation to report it to anyone?
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ELHICSRNRCONTIICISR0T A NTErEst:
I’m not worried

Everybody does it .......
I won’t get caught .......
The public won’t pay attention .......

I’m too important to prosecute .......

It doesn’t just happen to the “little guy™ ........

35



FEUN

ELHICSRNRCONTIICISR0T A NTETEst:

Joseph Spicuzzo
Sheriff, Middlesex County, New Jersey

Joseeec. oo - P

SHERIEE

Selling Jobs in His Office
Entered Guilty Plea: June 25,2013

Plea Bargain: 9 years with 2 years parole ineligibility

)4

ELICS S NA RGO ICISR0T A NTErest
Corey Kemp

Former Philadelphia City Treasurer
After conviction on 27 counts of corruption related charges
Philadelphia Inquirer, May 15,2005
[On July 19, 2005, Kemp was sentenced to 10-years in prison]

1 wish I didn't do some of the
things or go to some of those

places because my life isn't worth
a trip to the Super Bowl. My life

ain't worth a lunch.

ELHICS S NU RGO ICSR0T A NTErest
Zheng Xiaoyu

Former Commissioner
China’s Food and Drug Administration
Convicted of taking $850,000 in bribes from
companies seeking approval for medicines.

Convicted - May 29, 2007
Executed - July 10, 2007

1/29/19
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CUICSRSSELTSONdINnteEgrty,

You will get caught!

- - s OWD L
scientists are right,
.2 only make yourself

acalthier.
A= THE first divorce directly related to
his the September 11th terrorist at-
te to tacks has been filed in New York. It
later appears a guy with an office on the
shad 103rd floor of the World Trade
route Centre spent the morning at his
“them. girlfriend’s apartment with his
teshirt phone turned off. He wasn’t watch-
2up,but ing TV either. When he turned his
he was phone back on at about 11am, it rang
serson immediately. It was his hysterical
so to wife, “Are you OK? Where are you?”
ope He said, “What do you mean? I'm in

“m my office of course!”

agEgn ANOT"
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? 7?7 Questions ? ? ?

Questions
are

life;
Answers
aren't.

39



